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2 wou know you sound like
Da foal  you are in a spe-

ciality restaurant at a live-
siar halel and check with the cap-
fain for the best dish of the day?

Are you sure who lakes the seat
first if you are the host &l a busi-
ness maeting?

Do you know you are not expect-
ad toask your Arab business ass0-
ciate “How's your wile?"

wWould you mind spending &
month and around Rs 60,000 to
find the answers Lo all these and
more posers? :

i oyour reply is in the negativa,
rtinocher Patel s the guy you
wolid want to meet,

For Patel is tnong to add value (o
tre concept of a fin-
ishing school by
opErng Eccla
Solitaire, a residen-
lialone hergin Fune,
Says Patel, "Very
oflen you see peo-
ple  making mis-
takes whan they
are say, at a busi-
ripss maehng or at
the lunch table,
Even e guys with
the so called ‘pub-

b school back-
ground”  don't
seam to know

what to do with
the many forks
and koives laid g
an he table”
Fatel. a man-
agement grad-
iate, has tray-
clled  exten-
avaly all over
the world as &

marketing

privfessional - lirst g5 a

brand manage: for Vadilal lce-
creams  and  later for Food

Specalties, in Dubai, He ratumed
to Incia 1o start his training and

heen conducling programmaes
for  corporate  executivas,
management institutes and
ctidents in India and abroad. His
cxposure to the fraining and devel-
appmentactvity sparked off the idea
of slarting a fnishing school

B than, what is it that other fin-

1artl wo gad Ecole

Business

/A

%

Solitaire will?  "Many  things,”
replies Patel. "Those who undergo
finishing school training for 5o
many-hours-a-day carry 1o the
schoal their warries and their con-
centration suffers. A residential
course, away from their usual
haunts, is surg 10 help them foous
hatter on what they

ara laam-

ing, Basides, staying togethar
for some days will also develop in
them a sense of group behaviour

[ Different

and mannears.”

And the timing is rght too,
Opening up of the Indian econarmy
aver the last few years has
prposed the Indian business com
ity looaverseas parnerships

I tamily-business housas would also

Pune may not have
been a trend-setter
in corporate lifestyles
in the past, but with
Fcole Solitaire,vit has
certainly become
the first city in
India to geta ¢
-9 residential
-3 finishing school. -
Dileep -
Athavale reports
and global travel. This has alsc
| rubbe off on business atiquette
at home as a whole naw bread
of self-employed professionals
and firsl-genarabion enirepre-
reurs is knocking on the daors of
the business warld.

"Thase are the candidates we
would fike to train,” explainz
Minocher, "as many of them have
little ar no exposurs 1o dealing with

[ the international community
| Additicnally, small and mid size

Minacher
Patel

with sccial and communication
skillz and a specially devaloped
mocule, Paotential Plus which
includes self analysis, self aware.
ness and confidence buiiding

like to trann thair sons ar daughters
so that thay don't fael at & loss
whan amaong the rich and famous.”

Ecole Solitaire will offer ona-
maonth residential courses at the
sprawling Ganga Resorts
an the Pune-Ahmeadnagar
Foad. There will be four
such courses avery Year
aut of which bwic will be exclusive-
ly tor women candidates. The cur-
nculum far the course consists of
{ahle atiguette, protocel and busi-
ness eliguette, the art of enter-
laining. persenal grooming along

Thars will be short duration, spe-
cilic courses for the meddle-aged
managers ino, whare even spous-
as will be allowed.

And how big a hole will this burn
in the candidate’s (or his father's
arcompany’s) pocket? “lust about
Fs 50,000 for the entire course
overything taken care of, That's
only the air fare to Swiizerand
which is intamationally known for
its finishing schools,”

What about the guality of the
courses? Palel feels confident he
can deliver intermational guality
helped by his exposure to the cor
porate  and business  world,
Additionally, he has ropsd in
George Judah, the flamboyant far-
mer air-force officer and director of
Sympicsis Institute of Business
Management (SIBM}, as the
course director. Judah's officer-like
gualities. duly mouldedin the exec-
gtive lifestyle should add great
value to Ecole Solitaire

Patal claims the idea is aleady
catching the imagination of como-
rate circles as he's getting @
response from places like Mumbai,
indere and Chandigarm, Andifthings
micvein Patel’s favour, Pune, inaddi-
ion to its repuiaticn as a major adu-
cational and softwars centre, will
also gain a reputation for Deing &
springhaard for higher things in life




